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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

ART EXPLORATIONS

Outdoor sculpture g

Guided tours
ongeoing every
Tuesday

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN

Salt Spring s fanous-
Iy well known s an
artistic conmunity, but
with most art viewed
tnside galleries and
studios, (65 consump-
tlon has often been an
induor experience,

In recent years vut-
door sculpture instal-
lations have started to
take that experience
iniv gardens, fields
and even parking lots,
spunsured by private
owners vet placed
where anyuie can see
and enjoy thein

Bonny O'Connor,
whu owns the Hastings
House with partner
Jerry Parks, has over-
seetl the inclusion of
sculpture both in the
hutel's private grounds
and 1@ public-access
teadl on the property.
She explained via
emall why they have
found It impuortant o
support the expansion
of art into the vutdoor
realin

"We have always
been imterested in pru-
moting the artists on
Salt Spring, and have
exhiblted local artwork

Ben Goodman's Homage to the Land

tnthe rovtns and public
[ootns sice we buugle
Hustings House In
1995, The grounds are
beautiful in their own
tight, but the wouds,
pastures and meadows
have been under-uti-
lized,” she expluined.

O'Connoer said
those areas have been
lucreasiugly enjoyed
ever siice d sugpgestion
from lucal artist Mor-
ley Myers to develop a
sculpture garden and
i trall, which links up
tu mure vutdoor exhi-
bittuns at Salt Spring
Wuudwurks.

“It was Muorley's
wrlginal (dea that large
sculprures could even-
tually be installed all
uver Salt Spring, and
that Is happentng
to soie extent, as in
Grace Polnt Square,”
sald O Connor

Pusitive response
frot hotel guests and

the island conununity
will likely bring more
sculpture out it the
upen, as O'Connor
sald Myers 15 working
o Driogiog e new art-
ists and promoting the
island as an arts dest-
Htlon

Fur «ny vutdeor
sculpture, the environ-
ent plays an eior-
tous part in ow the
artwork is seen. The
vutside world provides
the space and 4 back-
drop that'’s not avall-
able indours, as Ben
Goudingt, ¢ curatur
uf the Hastings House
sculptures, explatned
during 4 recent tour uf
the grounds,

I'hie context of vut-
duor space can wurk
to suggest ur change
the meaning of o
plece, while the ele-
ments viact physical
changes vver thie. Fol
soneone who works

with wuud or uetal,
theres an allure to the
undirected and grad-
uil changes 1w pating,
weaning and shape

Gouodian’s Instal-
lation Homage to the
Land Is an exaimple of
how the outdour con-
text inforis the mean-
1y of the work.

His sinall table, set
fur twe diners, sits
within a fenced area
of the hierh und fower
garden, The plece Is
weant as a metaphor
fur the land as provider,
“providing foud fur the
budy, as well as fuod
fur the sovul,” Goudinan
sald. Placed indoors,
the installatton would
fuse Its meaning; out-
duors, It becotnes the
focus of contemplation
and discussion

lunn Thumas s
anvther artst whose
contceptual work gains
new layers of ieaning
through its vutdoor
setting,

His plece Swallow's
Meddow Is an old,
rusted bed frame with
Imattress and cuver-
ings, placed under low
alders on the public
sculprure tradl, Thom-
as has exhubited the
bed as part of a larg-
el Installation mwany
thines within the gal-
lery space, Ina series
of work that addresses
s parents’ deaths and
his complicated rela-
ttonship with them
through his lfetine.

Thomas sard e
chuse o include this
plece partly because

ains prominence

the existing theme
of chiange and decay
would be underscored
by (ts expusure to the
clements

1 liked the idea of it
being outside, un the
Dasis of it being a big
metal structure that
will gradually change
as the years go by’
Thutnas said.

The placement also
represents the soul's
release into the ovut-
side eovitonment,
after confinement in
the nursing hoe,

For pleces that are
not gs conceptual, the
vutduor space provides
the setting to apprec-
ate farger pleces with
envugh distance,

“Best of all is the
spuce allowed, which
Is not possible in a
gallery. It gives the arn
its due,” Guodman
vbserved.

Pleces like David
James' Heaven and
Earth are perhaps best
apprecisted vutside.
The Quebed-based
artist has set a highly
pulished stainless
steel globe in u heavy
base of black granite
Reflecting the sea, sky
and sue, the sculprune
almost luoks like «
mirror inte & magical
ditension.

Gouudinan conducts
weekly public tours of
the private sculprure
parden (by reserva-
tlon], while the sculp-
ture tradl is upen to the
public from 9 aan. to
dusk every day from
March o Nuvember,



